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tǊŜǎƛŘŜƴǘ Υ   WƻƘƴ {ǘƻƴŜȅ 

tIΦ  όнлфύ нрс-пнсо 

±ƛŎŜ tǊŜǎƛŘŜƴǘ Υ  Mike Belmont 

¢ǊŜŀǎǳǊŜǊ ŀƴŘ aŜƳōŜǊǎƘƛǇ Υ Alan Ross 

Ph. (209) 267-1853 e-mail 

rossguy@comcast.net    

{ŀŦŜǘȅ hŶŎŜǊ Υ  Dick Belden 

 

¢ƘŜ aŜŜǝƴƎ Υ was called to order Feb 3rd 

at 7.pm  with 25 members in attendance . 

New members voted in were Carl Jensen 

and Greg  Rapp.  Dan Placido  was a visi-

tor.   

¢ǊŜŀǎǳǊŜǊǎ ǊŜǇƻǊǘ Υ   The club has 6 cases 

of fuel and 2 T-34’s in stock  and many T-

Shirts .  We are solvent and there are 

more members renewing their member-

ship. Our membership is now up to 78 .  

hƭŘ .ǳǎƛƴŜǎǎ Υ  The club is still working on 

the gopher problem and it will take some 

time . 

bŜǿ .ǳǎƛƴŜǎǎ Υ    Several  events were 

tentatively scheduled for this coming year. 

There is a Cƭƻŀǘ Cƭȅ  scheduled for April  

2nd  and Sept. 17th.  At  Wrinkle Cove, 

New Hogan Reservoir .  There is also a Cǳƴ 

Cƭȅ scheduled for Apr 23 to be run by Ed 

Whittenburg and Fred Weaver,  

bŜǿ .ǳǎƛƴŜǎǎ (cont.)  There was also a discussion on the T-34 contest 

dates being mostly on Saturdays . There are only 2 races on Sunday 

dates.  Some members felt that it takes away from the sport flyers 

who would normally come out on Saturday.  There was a vote to con-

tinue the Saturday racing dates but the president felt that we should 

bring it up to the rest of the club members to have a chance to vote on 

it .  So if you have an opinion one way or the other , show up at the 

next meeting and vote !! 

 

¢-оп wŀŎŜ Υ  Took place Saturday the 12th of Feb. There were  14 rac-

ers competing  and the weather was just about perfect.  However  the 

flying wasn’t  as good . There were 2 mid-airs  .     Bob P. ran into the 

tail of  Greg Hennifer’s  T-34 that slowed down due to losing part of 

his  muffler .  Bill Simunek and Ed  Whittenburg  smacked together  on  

landing  when the heat was already over . 

¢ƘŜ ¢-оп ǊŀŎŜǊǎ going at it , In the foreground  Bob Pynenburg  with coun-

ter Bill Simunek  ,  Greg Hennifer and Mike Martinelli  in the background .  



¢-оп ǊŀŎŜ όŎƻƴǘΦύ  aƛƪŜ aŀǊǝƴŜƭƭƛ  finished with a perfect  22 pts. 

And was the  Gold  Race  winner.  Fred Weaver cut 2 pylons  so  

Dennis Campbell  was 2nd and Ed Whittenburg  3rd .Someone 

Asked Mike Martinelli  what did he do to his motor because he is 

very competitive  this year .  Mike replied  “ nothing because I’m 

too cheap !! “  We all Laughed.   Jerry  Davis took 2nd. In the Sil-

ver  followed by Dick Belden Ken Houser  and  Alan Ross. In the 

Bronze Race  Bob  Pynenburg was first  followed  by Bob Gardner  

2nd , Luke Hoagland  3rd , and Mike Belmont 4th. In the fly offs 

the gold flyers get 2 more points for each place  over the Bronze 

and the silver flyers get 1 extra point for each place.  A special 

thank-you goes out to Don Hoagland  the C.D.  Who was also a 

pylon judge   as well as John Stoney . Alan Ross  handled the food  

and did a great  job and Bob Pynenburg took care of the scoring  

and the racing  order. [ǳƪŜ IƻŀƎƭŀƴŘ  after flying a very competitive heat .  Can 

you tell he did well  ?   

9Ř ²ƘƛǧŜƴōǳǊƎ  with what remains of his T-34 after his 

collision with  Bill Simunek . 

!ƭŀƴ wƻǎǎ showing off his latest project  at ά{Ƙƻǿ ŀƴŘ 

¢Ŝƭƭέ Feb. Meeting.  This is a Hawker Hurricane that  he 

won at the December Christmas Raffle .  It flies pretty 

well but looks a bit tricky  to land !   

!ŘƻǇǘ-ŀ IƛƎƘǿŀȅ Υ  We have some people on the list  

that may be having physical  or other problems and 

can no longer do the adopt-a-highway cleanup .  

Please contact  Dick Belden  at (209) 274-0893  and 

get taken off the list .  I really appreciate the help with 

the cleanup  with those members that are able and will-

ing to participate.   I need more sign-ups so that we can 

spread the time  that you will be called on to do it to 

longer intervals .   It takes  twelve people to do the 

cleanup and takes  between  1:15  to 1:30  hours  to 

accomplish .  The club has a commitment of a cleanup 

every 2 months .  

¢ƘŜ tǊŜȊ {ŜȊ Υ  Well February 

has been an interesting 

month, First half was incredi-

bly good weather and a lot of 

folks turned out to fly. The T-

34 Races were well attended 

and Alan  had Chile dogs after 

the races.  I am hoping he will come out with , say  Tri-tip and 

baked potatoes. A custard desert would also be nice.  As Dick men-

tioned , we may want more discussion  on the Saturday events. Let 

me know or come to the March meeting where we can hash out 

the calendar for the rest of this year.   I found out that the RC 

Country flea market will be April 16th (Sat) .       (cont)- 



¢ƘŜ tǊŜȊ {ŜȊ όŎƻƴǘύ    

    The war with the gophers is in high gear, but if you have any experience with bloodthirsty mayhem 

(as regards to small furry , ground loving critters) , why just hit the field and go-go-go .  Fred says that 

he has a propane powered gopher busting , blow’em up device, that I for one want to see.  I do have 

visions of the runway being lifted ten inches in the air (it is after all Fred we are talking about).  This 

maybe fanciful images, but maybe it should be on a fun-fly / blow the place up day!   

Today the good weather is a memory. It is howling outside, raining sideways, and it hailed yesterday.  

Good modeling weather .  Hope to see you at the meeting and bring your crash stories with you.  Re-

member I always say .  “what does it mean when you wreck a model?” “Why it is a good excuse to go 

buy a new one !”   John                                    

5ΦhΦaΦ  !ǿŀǊŘ Υ  This month goes to Fred Weaver for letting Ed Whittenburg  fly his “Carbon Z  “  

which Ed promptly crashed of take-off . No serious damage.  Honorable mention goes to John Stoney 

for trying to fly his F117 with the C.G. in the wrong position,  it would just go around in circles and 

not fly. On Tom Minger advice he did change the C.G.   

Next Meeting Thursday the 3rd of March at 

7pm at the Amador County offices at the 

airport in Martel.   The next T-34 race will 

be the 19th of March at 10 am. 

There is a very interesting article that I’m putting in the Newsletter 

concerning the charging of Li-po batteries starting on the next page. 

This article is by Dave Buxton from the Falling Water Radio Control 

Flying Club, Via the RC flyers Unlimited newsletter .     
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Check the cell count each time you use the charger. 

Wrong cell count is one of the leading  ( cont) . 


