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The Meeting :  Was called to order at 7:02 pm on the 4th of 

August.   

Treasurer’s Report : The club is in pretty good financial shape . 

There were 3 T-34’s in stock at the meeting but a week later 

only 1 remains.  

Prospective member : Jesse Dorris  

Adopt-a-Highway : Was held on the Saturday just after the 

meeting and on quite short notice. It had been 4 months since 

our last pick-up and we were overdue .  There had been some 

weed and grass mowing by the state on our assigned route and 

it seemed like our job would be quite light , but not so in some 

sections . The Club brought all the bags to the “V” of Michigan 

Bar and route 104 and the Caltrans co-ordinator was very 

pleased with us doing that .  A Special thank-you to these peo-

ple who made it happen ,  Fred Weaver , Jim Stepp , Kathy and 

Mike Martinelli  , Phil Thompson , Norm Smith , Dale Cantando, 

Jim Moore , Dave Hand , Luke and Don Hoagland . There will be 

another clean-up in October .   

Safety Report : This month there was a discussion held on the 

procedures to follow in case of a lithium battery fire such have 

occurred at other flying sites. The area that we fly over is very 

dry grass and would easily burn.  Jim Hoyle was asked to look 

into portable water extinguishers. These extinguishers would 

never be used directly on the lithium fire but the surrounding 

area around the fire to contain it. After observing one of these 

fires , it seems that they develop slowly with a lot of smolder-

ing , then go up like a flare . We are also exploring the possibil-

ity of having several sand buckets to directly  douse the fire.  

 

Fire Safety : (cont)  Sand acts to smother the fire. If a 

person feels that they would be in danger or physically 

can’t go to the fire readily ,  call the Sheriff’s dispatch 

at area code (209) 223-6513 and report it .  Do not put 

yourself in jeopardy !!! 

Mystery Solved !!  And D.O.M. all in one . It seems 

That Jim Hoyle was flying his “Focus Sport “  and 

somehow turned his back while taxiing  and bumped 

the throttle at about the same time and luckily it did 

have the fence to stop it.  



Swap Meet Aug 13 th was well attended perhaps the best turn-out ever. It was supposed to start at 7am and by 10:30 am 

most of the sales were over .    

Both sides of the runway were occupied with sellers !! 

T-34 Race :  Was held Sunday Aug.14th  just after the 

swap meet on Sat. There was a fair turn-out with 13 flyers 

in the race.  The results in the Gold Race were initially Fred 

Weaver 1st, Bob Gardner 2nd Dennis Campbell 3rd and 

new racer Ray English 4th.  However this race was one of 

the best of the year if not the best . Fred crossed the finish 

line 1/2 of an airplane length ahead of Bob G. and Dennis 

was a close 3rd and Ray English 4th . It turned out that 

Fred had 2 cuts, Robert 4 cuts and Dennis 2 cuts and guess 

who really finished first ?  Ray English , our newest racer !!   

In the Silver Race Ed Whittenburg , Jerry Beeman, Luke 

Hoagland and Murray Shublay  competed . Ed was first 

followed by Luke Jerry and Murray. In the Bronze we had 

Bob Fowler , Alan Ross , Mike Martinelli and Dick Belden 

competing . Dick was first followed by Mike , Alan and Bob 

F.  Bob Pynenburg was forced out early due to engine fail-

ure . Bob P. was also the C.D. of the event this month and 

Alan Ross provided the food and cooking . Don Hoagland 

and John Stoney were pylon judges.    

Bob Pynenburg briefs the pilot just prior to the 1st heat 

Photo to the right :  This older pattern design that has 

always been one of my favorites called  the Mach I .  This 

model was at the Tomcats Pattern Contest in Morgan Hill 

this weekend. It was beautifully constructed by Dave 

Shirley senior and the whole airplane is monocoated.  I 

think it was the prettiest airplane there. 



Fun –Fly ,  Dinner and night flying on Sat Aug 27th :  Ed Whittenburg and Fred Weaver hosted and CD’ our fun fly event last 

Saturday evening and it turned out really good . There weren’t that many flyers but a lot of spouses showed up and there 

were numerous members who were there to watch the event.  There was tri-tip , chicken ,  2 types of potato salad dessert 

and everybody had more than enough to eat.  After dinner there was one more event in the fun-fly portion and then as 

darkness approached the night flyers came out with lights etc. I personally haven’t done the night flying before but it didn’t 

seem as hard as I had envisioned it to be.   

Ed Whittenburg C.D. of the fun-fly                                                         

Jon Wilson retrieving his airplane after a successful flight 

Alan Ross  ,  tinkering with his lighting system while Bill 

Simunek looks on .   

Rt photo :   Club members enjoying the night flying 

that was going on.  

 

The Prez sez : This has been a great month for the Olympic sport of Model Airplanes.  I did 

not wreck any ! No D.O.M. award for me , this is my story and I’m sticking to it!  We had a 

great swap meet and many good deals were there to be had by all . Rick M. had a glider I 

liked to looks of but, not to much.  I think it was  $40 , maybe $30 and it had 5 servos, 

ready to go plus my receiver. As the day wore on the price dropped . (cont.) below 

On my last lap around the event he walked by and said , “how about $10 ? Oh No he was edging my cheap side! I responded 

“Only got $8 bucks! I am now flying old “Eight Bucks”!                                                                                                                                             

    We had a great T-34 race with , I think almost , no cuts until the Gold race Wow we had us a real cut fest!  The winner (Mr. 

Ray English)  took home the gold with 2 cuts and the best time.        (cont.)                



The Prez sez (cont.)  Everyone else in the gold had cuts .  Best thing was no crashes. Bob Pynenburg had a successful recovery 

after a turn at the pylon and then flamed out, way to go Bob!  

    We had a fun fly Sat. night and it was a blast.  We had several events and then some night flying . A lot of people showed up 

and the food was great. I think Fred borrowed an airplane so he could be more competitive . In the loop and roll event , Alan 

Ross swept the field with 23 sec’s time I was a close second with Sherri’s ‘Blue Boy’ at 82 inches . I think my time was around 3 

minutes, close ! It was a lot of fun.  The day was hot but cooled  quickly and the night flying was fun to watch . Next time we 

need all of you to come out. Well that is all for now, hope to see you at the flying field and September’s meeting is getting 

close .Take care John.  

Additional Safety comment : It is extremely important to let the flight line know when 

you’re going out on the runway or surrounding area to retrieve your airplane .  Don’t 

automatically assume they know. Be Vocal !!  Also it is very wise to be watchful even if 

you have called it out because sometimes people forget.   

Estate Sale :  Jerry Wolfram , an old time Gold Country Flyers member who passed away some years ago ,  daughters 

are having a garage sale  on Sunday the 25th of Sept. from 8am to 5pm.  Mostly it is modeling stuff but there are some 

machine tools including a lathe .  The address is 921 Oak View Dr. in Castle Oaks in Ione .  The phone # is 408 476-9284 if 

there are any questions.  

Next Meeting :  This coming Thursday 7pm. Sept 1st At the 

Amador County offices.   


